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REACHING OUT TO MEET YOUR NEEDS THROUGH HIS LOVE



SPRING! Many of us grew up with laughter and lessons
brought to us by the Andy Griffith Show. For those who [l
remember, we say, “WELCOME SWEET SPRINGTIME!” There is 5&
just something special about the springtime!! The new life &=
bursting forth points us back to the giver and creator of all life and the
beautiful design of it all. Even with all the rain this past week, April
showers bring May flowers!

UPDATE! According to Todd Buckland, the new auditorium chairs will
hopefully be delivered in a few weeks. Once they arrive, the old carpet
will be removed and the new carpet will be put down. We will need
help unloading chairs, moving pews, and unloading all items from
classrooms. We will put the word out when exactly those days will be
once we have confirmation that the chairs will be here.

CHANGE OF DATES! Due to scheduling conflicts, two upcoming dates
have been changed: The Mystery Dinner will now be on Saturday, May
11. Friends Day will now be on Sunday, May 19.

PICTURE UPDATES! Starting next Sunday, we will be taking pictures to
update our online church directory. Those pictures will be taken in the
north glass door foyer by the wall with the mural. If your picture does
not appear in our online directory or needs to be updated, then take
advantage of this opportunity during the next few weeks.

SOLAR ECLIPSE! Tomorrow, a total solar eclipse will be one of the
celestial highlights of the century, and we in Marion have a front-row
seat. A total eclipse is a rare and spectacular event. The last total solar
eclipse in Ohio happened in 1806, and the next one will occur in 2099;
in fact, on average, one happens somewhere on Earth only once every
1.5 years, and only 21 total eclipses have crossed the lower 48 states in
the entire existence of the United States.

A solar eclipse happens when the moon passes between the Sun and
the Earth, blocking out a significant amount of the Sun’s rays. In order
to see the full effects of the eclipse, thousands of people are flocking
into our area as the eclipse begins at 1:56 PM, with maximum totality at
3:13 PM (lasting 3 minutes and 35 seconds) and the eclipse will be over
at4:27 PM.

While the eclipse is a normal but rare recurrence every so many years, a
few eclipses recorded in the Bible were not normal but were motivated
by God’s providential hand. During the plagues of Egypt, God covered
the land in darkness (Ex. 10:21-23). During Jesus’ crucifixion, something
similar happened (Mk. 15:32-33). While many people @
across this state and others will lift their eyes to the Sun,
that number will pale in comparison when every eye on
the face of the Earth will look in the sky to see the SON of
God coming in glory (Rev. 1:7).

FUN FACTS! Here are some Bible trivia questions, and I’'m looking
forward to your answers, along with the Bible verse and where it is
located.

- What is the first city mentioned in the Bible?

- How many cities were given to the Levites for their use?

- Which two men hid in a well to save their lives?

- What queen of Bible times is described by the epithet “that wicked
woman’? -Matt

TIMES OF SERVICE : Sunday—8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

INFORMATION & EVENTS

LIFEGROUPS

MEET TODAY

" WE REJOICE with the angels in heaven that John Lambillotte was
baptized into Christ last Sunday.

AMAZING GRAYS—The seniors will meet this Tuesday at 11:30 AM at the
El Campesino on Route 423. Afterward, County Commissioner Mark Davis
will speak at the Outreach Center. Sign up in the foyer.

VBS PLANNING MEETING—This Wednesday, there will be a
planning meeting in Room 11 after Bible Class.

S%T%Iiué MEN’S BIBLE STUDY—This Thursday, all men are invited to a bible study at
a7 TEU.EDY Panera Bread @ 7:30 AM. See Matt Dahm for details.

/ BABY SHOWER—There will be a Baby Shower in honor of Michael and
Qe Trisha Ponziani next Sunday, immediately after the second service. See
Diane Howard or Jeannie Rogers to give towards the group gift.

MINISTER SEARCH COMMITTEE—There will be a committee meeting Monday,
April 15in Room 11 at 6:30 PM.
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ORPHANS LIFELINE—On Sunday, April 21, there will be a combined Adult and Teen Class
in the Auditorium with guest speaker Kelvin Hoover from Orphans Lifeline. Learn more
about this organization at orphanslifeline.org.

QUILTING MINISTRY—The Quilting Ministry will meet on Tuesday, April 23, at 9:00 AM in
the Fellowship Hall.

WOMEN OF PURPOSE—The Women of Purpose will meet on Wednesday,
WWWWW co April 24, at 11:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Please see Terry Fawley for
details.

HELP HAND OUT APPOINTMENT TICKETS in the Fellowship Hall on 4/22,4/23,
or 4/24. Contact Kahlan Sargent to help.

HELP UNLOAD & BOX THE MID-OHIO FOOD on Thursday, April 25 @ 11:00 AM
in the Fellowship Hall.

THE FOOD GIVEAWAY is on Saturday, April 27. Contact Josh Ball to volunteer
to help. Volunteers, please be here by 7:30 AM.

Mid-Ohio Foodbank

Bible Hour and Jumior Worship will be offered at the 2nd service

Sunday Morning Bible Classes —9:45 AM  Sunday Life Groups: 12:00 PM and 6:00 PM
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At the risk of sounding geeky, | must confess that | am super excited to see
the solar eclipse tomorrow. Back in 2017, we saw a partial solar eclipse
here in Ohio, but the last total solar eclipse was in 1806, a few years before |
was born. The next one in Ohio is scheduled for 2099, which some of our
grandchildren may get to see. So for most of us, this is the one chance to
witness this phenomenon.

| think what draws us to want to see a total eclipse is the fact that it is not
the norm. Every day, we live without giving any thought to the fact that the
light of the Sun appears in the morning, “travels” across our sky and then
goes away every evening, only to repeat the process the next day. What a
blessing that our Father has designed this world to sustain us with these
amazing yet routine processes.

The eclipse, though, is out of the normal process. For a brief moment in the
middle of the day, the light of the Sun will be blocked by the Moon as it
passes between the Earth and the Sun. This is contrary to the way that God
designed it back in Genesis 1:16: “And God made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the
stars.” For a few brief moments, the lesser light—the Moon—will get to rule
the day.

I am reminded of other great moments recorded in the Bible where God did
something miraculous with the Sun:

Joshua 10:12-14 - Joshua asks God to stop the Sun in the sky so that
they could continue the battle against the Canaanites to capture the
Promised Land. We are told that the sun stood still in the sky for a whole
day!

2 Kings 20:8-11 - As a sign to Hezekiah that he would recover from a
fatal disease, God caused the “shadow to go back ten steps,” which |
take to mean that he reversed the Earth’s rotation for that to occur.

Luke 23:44 - During the crucifixion of our Lord, darkness came over the
land for three hours in the middle of the day.

What the eclipse and these events tell me is that if our God is able to control
the activity of the Sun, he is more than able to save us from whatever Satan
wants to throw our way. Let us live as victorious children of the King!

For the Elders,
Brian
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CHILDREN’S SPRING PARTY—There will be a Children’s Ministry Spring

Party on Saturday, April 27, from 3:00—4:30 PM. All children preschool age
“  to 5th Grade are invited for a time of food, crafts, and fun. See Ryan or Misty
Hoggatt for details.
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PICKUP AN APRIL PRAYER LIST IN THE FOYER

Wednesday Evening Bible Study—7:00 PM




